Barbara A Jenks
March 21, 1939 - October 26, 2019

Barbara A Jenks, 80, of Valley Grove, WV passed away on Saturday, October 26, 2019.
She was born in Cleveland, OH on March 21, 1939, daughter of the late Major B. and
Ruth (Acklin) Jenks.
Barb was first and foremost a Mother to her three children. She was also a middle-school
teacher, a Student Affairs Administrator at Kenyon College and a Psychologist in the
Counseling Center at Pitt. Barb retired from Pitt in June 2002 and moved to Valley Grove,
WV. In September 2002 she opened a private practice in Wheeling and continued
counseling part-time until 2015. Barb never introduced herself as Doctor because she was
a humble and compassionate person. Barb spent her life trying to bring the advantages
that she had experienced to all people as evident in the groups she joined and the causes
she supported. She genuinely loved people and people genuinely loved her.

Surviving are her companion, Martha A. Starkey, of Valley Grove; children, Martha
Gensemer Ramirez, Stephen Dale Gensemer and Thomas Lee Gensemer; grandchildren,
Rosa Ramirez, Cesar Ramirez, Daniel Gensemer, Wytse Gensemer and Arwin
Gensemer.
A memorial visitation will be held on Saturday, November 9, 2019 from 2 – 4 pm at Kepner
Funeral Home, 1308 Chapline St., Wheeling (304-232-5110).
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Memoral Visitation

02:00PM - 04:00PM

Kepner Funeral Home - Downtown Wheeling
1308 Chapline Street, Wheeling, WV, US, 26003

Comments

“

I just found out about losing Barb, so very sorry Marti. Sending love and prayers to
you and her family. Barb was a caring and very special lady.

Teresa Ritchea - November 16 at 02:30 PM

“

It was with great sadness that I read today of Barb’s death. Marti, I have so many
wonderful memories of Barb in our Yoga classes: her gentle spirit and her considered
contributions to our discussions. She was an integral part of our Yoga “community”. I
will also remember her courage in facing the challenges in her life. When i think of
her, i can hear her quiet voice and laughter in my mind. My very sincere sympathy to
you and your family. Her death is a loss to our whole community.

Julia Payne - November 07 at 07:39 PM

“

My condolences to Barb's family. I enjoyed my time and conversations with her in our
Yoga class and thought she was a caring special person.

Lynne Bailey - November 07 at 11:45 AM

“

Barb’s death saddens me greatly. She was a warm, caring and generous person. We
were high-school sweethearts who married and shared our lives for 32 years of
marriage. Even after our divorce in 1993 we visited several times each year and
enjoyed sharing our experiences with and our concerns for our three fine children
and five grandchildren. Barb was a wonderful mother and a good friend, and I miss
her deeply.

Bruce Gensemer - November 06 at 01:33 AM

“

I thought Barb was the most gentle, and kind spirited woman I have ever met. Marty I
hope that you peace and comfort in this sad time. We will miss her at family
functions.

Vickie myers - November 05 at 07:17 AM

“

I grew up with Barb - Cleveland Heights - Fairfax Elementary, Roxboro Junior High,
Cleveland Heights High School. We lived near one another and continued our
friendship through all these years.
I moved to Denver upon college graduation, but Barbara and I continued to stay in
touch. We didn’t see each other very frequently, but always corresponded at
Christmas time.
I was extremely saddened to hear of her death. I have not connected with many of
my school friends, but email/Christmas card messages were always sent.
Barbara was such a caring person. I will miss her and grieve her passing so very
much.
Betty (Herrick) LeTerneau

Betty (Herrick) LeTerneau - November 04 at 04:04 PM

“

I sang with Barb for many years and traveled to a choral festival with her once. She
cared deeply about the mission of the choir and the message of the songs. She was
soft spoken but very clear in supporting justice and compassion for all. Much love to
Marti and the kids and grandkids.

Marcia Smith - November 01 at 09:11 PM

“

One of the best parts of being in the Renaissance City Choir in Pittsburgh was
getting to know Barb Jenks. She was truly without ego or guile. A real human being. I
have missed her terribly since she retired from the choir and her death saddens me
greatly. We lost a GOOD ONE.

Kate Hammill - October 31 at 08:50 PM

“

Barb was an extremely considerate person who persisted in demonstrating her
beliefs in justice and equality. I recall l how Barb enjoyed the adventure of traveling to
distant places, especially to visit her children and grandchildren. Barb often related
how she and Marti took on home projects in which she challenged herself to learn
new skills...which she willingly did. I'll remember Barb with fondness.
Carole Ann

Carole Al-Din - October 31 at 06:50 PM

“

Condolences to Barb’s family and friends. She was such a joy to know. Her kindness
and smile were always there. May she Rest In Peace.
With sympathy
The LaRue’s

Barbara LaRue - October 31 at 06:48 AM

