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John E. Hepburn, 79, resident of Wheeling, WV, passed away peacefully on Saturday,
December 7, 2019 at home surrounded by his family, friends and his faithful companion,
Thor.
John was born on May 10, 1940 at City Hospital in Bellaire, OH, the eldest son of the late
John E. and Catherine R. Lohr Hepburn, who preceded him in death, along with the love
of his live, his wife, Caroline (Carol) June McCready Hepburn.
He was a graduate of Martins Ferry High School in 1958 and then entered Ohio University
to major in journalism. He graduated from West Liberty State College with degrees in
Secondary Education, Biology and History. John furthered his education with a Masters
Degree from Marshall University in Public Safety. He became an instructor for WVU Fire
Service Extension, and taught High Rise and Cliff Rescue. John later attended the Federal
Law Enforcement Center and trained in Fraud Investigations.
In 1977 John was hired by the WV Department of Corrections as the Associate Warden of
the WV Penitentiary in Moundsville, WV, in charge of external security and internal affairs;
he was in charge of the SWAT teams, weapon acquisition and training, internal
investigations, courtroom security, arms crews and inmate transportation. He later joined
the WV Attorney General’s Office as the Senior Investigator of the Health Care Fraud Unit.
When he retired in 2003, he carried the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. John was also an Air
Force Veteran and flew planes in the War.
John enjoyed many activities during his life like woodworking, target shooting, gardening,
camping, canoeing, cooking & smoking foods and flying. John was a hard-working loving
person who spent time doing for others.
He was a member in the National Rifle Association, Lewis Wetzel Gun Club, Southern
esStates Correctional Association, Fraternal Order of Police Associates (FOPA), Ohio
Valley Civil War Roundtable, Wheeling Rails to Trails, the Ohio Valley Mountain Men and
the Ohio County Committee for the 150 year Celebration of Statehood and the Civil War.
His wife Carol provided him with a family of two girls, Debra Tomlin-Banfi (Charlie) and
Cindi Greathouse; four grandchildren, Cassie Oleksiak (Daniel), Lindsay Alexander (Fred

Owens), Jacob Tomlin and Megan Tomlin; four great-grandchildren, Rylie Doyle, Morgan
Oleksiak, Anthony Alexander and Gabriel Z. Oleksiak. Surviving him is his one brother,
Dixon Hepburn (Lynn) from Florida, several nieces and nephews, special friends of
Sharon Hartmann and Brenda L. Miller, and his faithful companion, Thor
Friends are invited to attend a memorial visitation at Kepner Funeral Home, Burke Chapel,
2101 Warwood Avenue, Wheeling, WV 26003 on Friday, December 20, 2019 from 11:00
a.m. to1:00 p.m. at time of service with Mr. Worthy Paul officiating; Interment to follow in
Park View Memorial Gardens, Wheeling, WV. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
can be made to the WV Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation in Southern WV.
Condolences can be sent to the family at www.kepnerfuneral.com.
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Comments

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John E. Hepburn.

December 16, 2019 at 09:03 AM

“

Debbie,
I am so sorry about your dad. You have our deepest sympathy. You are in our
thoughts and prayers. May he Rest In Peace. Take care and we LOVE you
Sharon Crabtree
Nancy Strope
Sally Cassandra
Katy O’Connell
Linda Palmer

sharon crabtree - December 14, 2019 at 08:29 PM

“

Sorry to hear about uncle John he was nice to me

William Bowen - December 13, 2019 at 01:40 PM

“

Debbie & family;
Cindy & family;
So sorry to hear of John's passing. May he always rest in eternal peace.
Heartfelt sympathy to you all.
Cheyann James

Cheyann James - December 09, 2019 at 04:52 PM

“

My fondest memories of John were when he and Carol lived on Miller Street.
My parents and I moved next door to them in 1986 and they made us feel right at
home from day one. My father and John worked at the Intelligencer and News
Register before that time and the tales of their work experiences were something to
say the least. Lots of times spent on the front porch listening to them talk about the
things that went on at the Paper and about the good ol days.
Some of the things I remember doing with John and my Dad were battling the floods
on Miller Street and blizzards that were prevalent in those days. I also remember
how both John and my dad would collaborate and create some of the most haunting
, bizarre Halloween displays for the Trick or Treater's that the neighborhood has ever
known.
There were many times my dad and John would play practical jokes on each other
that had all of us splitting a gut with laughter.
Later, after John and Carol moved to GC&P road I was able to see them often when
he asked me to take care of his yard. We would get together both before I started
work and after I finished and would talk on all sorts of topics. John had a great wealth
of knowledge and life experience and impressed me with how he could recall this
information in a split second to add to a conversation.
John was a straight shooter both literally and figuratively. You knew where you stood
with him from day one. Many of times we would be talking after I finished cutting his
yard and I would realize that an hour had gone by , but I never regretted talking with
him for one minute. We shared a lot of happy and sad times together and I'll miss
him very much.
Dave Hoskins.

Dave Hoskins - December 09, 2019 at 02:25 PM

“

John became a friend when we moved to Colerain in the 5th grade and was a fellow
graduate of Martins Ferry High School in 1958. I have nothing but fond memories of
John who was always a gentle soul, kind and courteous to all. My deepest
condolences to his family. I know he will be deeply missed by all.
Carl Canter

Carl Canter - December 09, 2019 at 02:20 PM

“

Debbie & Cindi: So sorry to hear of your families loss. John was sure a colorful
person and I always enjoyed talking with him. So upbeat, just a super guy, he will be
missed. Gary Martin

Gary Martin - December 09, 2019 at 12:55 PM

“

RIP John. You will missed, Our thoughts and prayers are with the Family at this time
of sorrow

Jim Hepburn - December 09, 2019 at 11:17 AM

“

John was a good man and a good neighbor. I will miss the many stories that he often
shared about his remarkable life. I know that I could always count on his sage advise
on everyday problems like repairing my chainsaw or getting rid of a yellow jacket
nest.
Will miss you my friend.

Bob Ritner - December 09, 2019 at 10:09 AM

“

Rest in peace John Hepburn. You were a good person.
Jim Everson
Naples FL and St Clairsvile OH
Jim Evetson - December 09, 2019 at 10:56 AM

“

I came to know John in the Ohio Valley Civil War Roundtable. I am so glad our paths
crossed. He was a great guy and very interesting to converse with. I will really miss that.
RIP, my friend and I hope to see ya on down the road.
joe atkinson - December 09, 2019 at 02:09 PM

“

My heart goes out to John's children and their families. May God hold you close and
give you comfort. Although we know that he is happy in heaven with Carol, his
parents, and other loved ones we will miss his love, his smile and his wisdom here
on earth. RIP, John, we know we will see you again when God calls us home.

Judy Hepburn-Davis - December 09, 2019 at 08:24 AM

“

My sincere and deepest condolences to the family and friends of John. Denny
Albaugh

Dennis R Albaugh - December 09, 2019 at 06:00 AM

