John Harold Banco
December 8, 1939 - January 8, 2020

John Harold Banco, 80, of Wheeling, WV, passed away on Wednesday, January 8, 2020
at Wheeling Hospital.
He was born December 8, 1939, in Akron, OH, son of the late Calvin Burt Starkey and
Betty June Mann Starkey.
John was a graduate of West Liberty State College and he received his masters in
Education from West Virginia University. He retired as a school teacher of English,
Mythology & Literature from Ohio County Schools.
Early in his life he was the head of the Oglebay Park Day Camp. He taught at Shadyside
High School and then Wheeling Park High School where he directed Student Council
along with other various organizations.
John enjoyed being a member of The Wayward Winds Band where he played the guitar &
banjo, and was the lead singer. His passions involved fishing and traveling, especially with
his wife Kathy & son Jonathan, in their RV.
John is survived by his loving wife of 50 years, Mary Katherine Williams Banco; son,
Jonathan L. Banco of Wheeling, WV; brother, Dennis L. (Tracy) Starkey of Sarasota, FL;
sister, Donna (Steve) Shroyer of Galion, OH; grandson, Julius L. Banco of Wheeling, WV;
and several nieces & nephews.
Friends will be received on Sunday, January 12, 2020 from 12-3 & 5-7 PM at Kepner
Funeral Homes, 166 Kruger Street, Wheeling, WV (#304-242-2311).
Services will be held at the convenience of family with entombment in Park View Memorial
Gardens, Wheeling, WV.
Personal condolences may be made to the family at www.kepnerfuneral.com.

Events
JAN
12

Visitation

12:00PM - 03:00PM

Kepner Funeral Home - Elm Grove
166 Kruger Street, Wheeling, WV, US, 26003
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Visitation

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Kepner Funeral Home - Elm Grove
166 Kruger Street, Wheeling, WV, US, 26003
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Private Service and Interment
Kepner Funeral Home - Elm Grove
166 Kruger Street, Wheeling, WV, US, 26003

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Kepner Funeral Home - January 11 at 02:54 PM

“

Great pictures. He was always a man of high ideals who expected the best of and for his
students. I remember his class and personality well. He will always remember his public
speaking class in high school. It took away any fear I had of speaking in public. Rest In
Peace, Mr. Banco.
Jim Amato - January 12 at 09:44 PM

“

John's Family,
John and Kathy were wonderful professional educators renowned for their dedication
to their disciplines and ability to share their love of learning with students. They were
the model of a Park High couple "touching the future". We share in your loss.
H. Lawrence (Larry) Jones, Ed.D.

Lawrence Jones - January 16 at 08:32 AM

“

Sorry to learn of John's passing. His step-adoptive father, Calvin Starkey, was my
first cousin and his mother, Betty, was a wonderful woman. John got a good
education and his family should be proud of him.

Kathryn Spaar Dille
Kathryn Spaar Dille - January 13 at 07:08 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Jim Butler - January 13 at 01:52 AM

“

John Banco left an inspirational imprint over Wheeling on many fronts, including how
I first met him as Director of the Oglebay Park Day Camp at the Children’s Center in
the late sixties. I served as a day camp councillor, nature instructor, and caretaker of
the trailside zoo and snake pit during my summers off from university. John led night
campfire folk song gatherings, and met his wife Kathy when she was a fellow
councillor. By close of our first summer he and I had become good friends and
shared a wilderness canoe fishing adventure in Maine and Northern Ontario. He
loved fishing. The photo I uploaded here appeared in the Wheeling newspaper after
our trip, reporting that we had only spent $100 on the trip. To do that, John packed a
minimum of groceries for our wilderness canoe because we would “live off the land”,
by eating the fish we caught. We survived the journey, but there was weight loss
involved. Consequently, stopping at a roadside shack serving “all the boiled lobsters
you can eat” on the coast of Maine was a welcome highlight. Later, when I became a
university professor at the University of Alberta, Canada, John travelled with his
motor home here to Alberta for a Rocky Mountain trout fly-fishing vacation, dodging
both Black Bear and a Grizzly.
As an able Director of the Oglebay Day Camp, John handled crises with remarkable
grace, such as when I approached his office to explain that I was probably going to
die at any moment from having swallowed several drops of venom from a
cottonmouth during my public lecture on snakes. My tongue and lips had already
become numb. On another occasion, at the camp fair, it was my job to tell the
children in the basement of the story tower the tale of the ghost of Lady Vincewell
who haunted the tower. John encouraged me to make it all scary and convincing,
and, apparently, I did, using flashlights that “went off” in the dark tower, hearing
spooky footsteps from above and a blood-curdling scream from the tower over head,
and my shouting “Get the children out! Get the children out!”. But the door did not
want to open and took some effort. Finally, the children ran into the sun and air,
possibly in mild trauma. John dealt most tactfully with the wave of parental concerns
that came the next day. “The haunting of Lady Vincewell” was permanently retired.
Remarkably both John and I were rehired to face further summers. I will miss John’s
creative sense of humour.
Rest in peace, my friend. I will always watch upstream for you passionately casting
for trout with your fly-rod.
Professor Jim Butler, Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada

Jim Butler - January 13 at 01:42 AM

“

I had Mr Banco for English my sophomore year at Shadyside High School. I too
remember having to read A Tale of Two Cities. My favorite memory of that year was
reading a book of our own choice and following up with a project related to the story.

Joyce Trexel Swanger - January 12 at 10:21 PM

“

He was such a wonderful Teacher and Thespian advisor. I remember him writing a
play and having a singing group with a group of students. Thank you Mr. Banco for
your time. Rest in Peace. Mrs Banco and family I Am truly sorry for your loss.

Pam Ney - January 12 at 08:02 PM

“

What a wonderful teacher! After “forcing” me to read A Tail of Two Cities, it opened
my eyes to the joy of reading. Since that first real book, I’ve been an avid reader!
(And still enjoy a good read) For every book I’ve ever read, Thank you Mr. Banco.
May you Rest In Peace.
Prayers of comfort for your family..

thomas baltzell - January 12 at 12:45 PM

“

Mr. and Mrs. Banco were without equal my two favorite teachers during my four
years at Wheeling Park. I loved his English class and credit him for helping to grow
my then fledgling love of Mythology. Mrs. Banco and family I am truly sorry for your
loss.

Michael Hughes - January 12 at 10:29 AM

“

Mr. Vancouver was a wonderful teacher. May he RIP.

Terry Magyar - January 12 at 09:13 AM

“

Mr. Banco was a great English teacher. I can still remember him making international
cafe coffee every class period that I had him.

Dena Auber - January 11 at 07:23 PM

“

34 files added to the album LifeTributes

Kepner Funeral Home - January 11 at 02:04 PM

“
“

Great English teacher and Thespian coach.
Marietta - January 12 at 07:26 PM

Mr. Blanco was one of the best teachers I had in Shadyside, he installed in me a love of the
classics and opened my my to possibilities I'd never thought of. My he rest in peace.
Beverly Ronyak - January 19 at 04:08 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of John Harold Banco.

January 10 at 09:21 PM

“

Jonathan, I so appreciated the times your dad brought my cousin Kathy to visit my
parents, even though that required many logistical challenges as their house had
many steps. It was good for mom to see her niece. He was dedicated to Kathy and
made it his mission to get her out , even taking her on trips and a cruise before his
own health impeded these efforts. Know that we are here for you and Julius at his
time and that you have my sincerest sympathies. - Ann and Jim

Ann Coleman - January 10 at 09:14 PM

“

Words can not express how much we loved knowing John as a good friend. Our
families had many fun times together even after we moved to Florida. John was my
husband's childhood friend and they were in touch with each other over these many
years even shortly before he passed. May he rest in Peace and our sincere
sympathies to his family. Dave and Sara Cohen

Sara Cphen - January 10 at 03:02 PM

“

May John rest in peace. So many memories of times shared and I especially
remember what a wonderful head groomsman John was the day Jack and I
were married.
I send my love to John's loving wife Kathy (my cousin) and to their son
Jonathan (my former 3rd grade student) and to Jonathan's adorable son, Julius.
In my thoughts and prayers,
Nancy Ellen Rice O'Leary

Nancy OLeary - January 10 at 12:00 PM

“

From Nancy Ellen Rice O'Leary - (Kathy's cousin) purchased the Peaceful White
Lilies Basket for the family of John Harold Banco.

From Nancy Ellen Rice O'Leary - (Kathy's cousin) - January 10 at 11:41 AM

“

With love from your FAMILY at Beall's purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the
family of John Harold Banco.

With love from your FAMILY at Beall's - January 10 at 10:52 AM

“

Even though I didn't have him for English at WPHS. I was on Student Council for 2
years in the 1980's at the school and was the advisor. He certainly was an influence
to those who had him for English and certainly the WPHS community certainly rallied
around him when his wife had her health issues in the late 1990's. Rest in Peace

Bill Stahnke - January 10 at 10:27 AM

“

My name is Charli. I am a firefighter/EMT at Neffs fire dept. We took John to his
appts. and treatments. My co worker Mary and I spoiled him! We brought him coffee
every morning before dialysis. We bought him birthday presents. We even bought
stuff for him to give to Kathy for their anniversary. John was a great guy! We will
really miss him dearly!!! My heart breaks for his family as his family at the dept is
taking it rough. May God comfort everyone affected by the passing of this wonderful
guy!!! Rest in peace John!!
Tell Capt Grumpy I said hello!!!!!

Charli Gast - January 10 at 09:39 AM

“

I have very fond memories of working with John at the Oglebay Park Day Camp back
in the early 70's. Always positive and always fun. My sincere condolences to his
family.
Jeff Hallett, MD, San Antonio, TX

Jeff Hallett - January 10 at 09:33 AM

“

Mr. Banco was one of my favorite teachers at Park. I was a student aid for him and
he was always so kind. Prayers to the Banco family.

Brenda Cunningham Orth - January 10 at 08:57 AM

