Robert Nicholas Battista
August 28, 1948 - December 29, 2020

Robert “Bob” Nicholas Battista, 72, of Wheeling passed away on Tuesday, December 29,
2020 in Wheeling Hospital surrounded by his loving family.
He was born on August 28, 1948 in Wheeling, son of the late Columbus and Connie
(Dudek) Battista.
Bob graduated from Bishop Donahue HS, received his BA Degree from West Liberty State
College and his Masters in Education from WVU. He coached various sports in his career
beginning with football, basketball and golf at Bishop Donahue. He then went to Sherrard
Jr. High where he was Athletic Director and taught for 38 years. He taught a total of 40
years and coached a total of 50 years. He was looking forward to celebrating his 50
wedding anniversary in June. He was a wonderful husband, great father and Pap. His
primary goal was always to take care of his family which his world evolved around.
He is survived by his wife of 49 years, Anna Marie (Ammirante) Battista; son, J.R. Battista,
daughter Stacy Battista Kolb, both of Wheeling; grandchildren, Jeana Battista, Cooper
Kolb, Alaina Kolb; brothers, Allen (Sandi) Battista, Mark (Vickey) Battista and several
nieces, nephews and cousins.
The family will have a private visitation, followed by a public Mass of Christian Burial at St.
Vincent De Paul Catholic Church, on Monday January 4, 2021 at 10:30 am with
Monsignor Paul Hudock as Celebrant.
Entombment will follow in Mt. Calvary Mausoleum.
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Comments

“

So sorry to hear this. I had him as a teacher in 2 grades. He tried to be such a tough
guy but inside he was very sweet. I secretly had a crush on him.
May he Rest In
Peace.

Pennie O’Brien - January 09 at 03:46 PM

“

Dear Anna,
I was so saddened by Bob’s passing. He will be greatly missed. He offered solid
support and encouragement while we worked together at Sherrard Jr High school.
He was deeply respected and loved by the faculty, staff and students. Above all, he
loved his family. He frequently told funny and insightful stories about JR and Stacy,
and he especially loved his grandchildren.
I feel so very grateful to have had Bob as a friend.
Betsy and I are with you in prayer and love!
With deepest sympathy,
Jim

Jim and Betsy Asplund - January 09 at 10:55 AM

“

Dear Anna, Stacey, and JR;
Denny and I are so sorry to hear about Bob. He was such a loving man, great
teacher/coach, and father. I remember how proud he was when Stacey became a
teacher and of JR following his his footsteps as a coach. Please call if there is
anything that we can do. May God grant him eternal rest and comfort to his family.
Mary Lee and Denny Porter

Mary Lee Porter - January 05 at 06:39 PM

“

Very sorry to hear about Coach Battista passing. He was a excellent coach and
teacher but most importantly he was a good man. The one thing that I always
remember from Mr. Battista is "LIFE IS NOT FAIR". My condolences to his family and
RIP coach Battista.

Doug Crow - January 05 at 08:44 AM

“

I went to High School with Bob and knew, even back then, that he was going to make
a positive difference in this world. So sorry to hear about his passing. He was truly a
wonderful man. My sincere condolences to all of the family.
Chris Allen

Christopher G. Allen - January 05 at 12:44 AM

“

Mrs. Battista,
I am very saddened to hear about the loss of your husband. He served as my mentor
when I student taught many years ago. There is a lot of what he taught me in the way
I still teach today.
With love and peace,
Bill Holt

Bill Holt - January 04 at 08:26 PM

“

J.R and the Battista family,
As my own father was fighting Covid in the hospital, I heard about the passing of your dad.
I thought to myself, “I can’t imagine. What a wonderful man, father, grandfather and coach.”
Sadly I am feeling the same loss with the death of my father. My heart breaks for you and
your family. I never truly understood that pain and and loss until now. Please know I am
praying for your family as you grieve this loss.
Anne Marie Potts (Deinhardt) - January 05 at 01:23 PM

“

Anna,
Ben and I are beyond heartbroken to to hear of the passing of your loving husband
and our dear friend, Bob. Though we were separated by miles through the years, we
we were always close in heart. So many sweet memories of our couples dates back
in our college days. We grieve with you, our precious friend and are always but a
phone call away. Carry you and your dear family in our prayers and in our hearts.
Love,
Joyce and Ben Calamia
Lewes, Delaware

Joyce Calamia - January 04 at 05:32 PM

“

Anna, J.R. and Stacy,
I'm so sorry to hear about Bob. You all are in our thoughts and prayers.
The Dominquez Family
Laura, Chris, and Ava

Laura Dominquez - January 04 at 04:40 PM

“

Both Mr. Battista and his wife, then Ms. Ammirante, were my teachers at St. James &
John Grade School in the late 70s. I believe it was there that they fell in love. I
remember them both fondly and offer my sincerest condolences to Mrs. Battista and
the family.
Melissa Krupica Thorn

Melissa Thorn - January 04 at 02:35 PM

“

Bob was my colleague & friend at Sherrard Jr High/Middle School. His dedication to
family, friends, teaching, & coaching, as well as his strong work ethic, are qualities
that are an inspiration. He was a genuine gentleman.
Bob will forever be a legend at SMS
🖤

Karen Nguyen - January 04 at 02:34 AM

“

So very sorry for your loss. Mr. Battista was one of my favorite teachers for many
reasons. However, my most meaningful memory is how much Mr. Battista helped me
in 1978 after my mother died.
I will never forget how much he cared for my family. He helped me through one of the
saddest times in my life and I am eternally grateful.

Sonya Kennedy - January 03 at 06:00 PM

“

Was so sorry to hear about Mr Battista. He always was very friendly and helpful to
me. I enjoyed talking with him, both at SJHS and afterwards on the odd occasion we
would cross paths.
Prayers and condolences to the family.
Randy Bierce

Randy Bierce - January 02 at 11:17 PM

“

Allen and Mark,
Very sorry about your brother. While I didn't know him, I can only imagine how
GREAT of a person he had to be to get all of these online comments. I hope he left
this earth knowing he made this small part of it a better place, and I'm sure in his
profession he helped more young people out than he even realized. My thoughts and
sympathy go out to all of his family and many friends.

Jay Knapp - January 02 at 06:33 PM

“

I Loved playing for Coach Bob at Sherrard in 1976. I would have went through a
brick for that man...
Taught us Discipline and Respect, and always knew me, and asked how everyone
was doing many years after graduating.
Prayers for the Family.

Todd W. Miller - January 02 at 06:15 PM

“

JR and The Battista Family,
Bob was a teacher at Sherrard when I got my first job as an educator and coach. I
remember many conversations we had together about kids, teams, and coaching. He
was a great friend and mentor to me in my early years. My time at Sherrard was
wonderful and Bob helped to make it that way. The kids loved him as he was so
highly respected. His impact on kids around the valley will be missed. He was a great
man.
John Triveri

John Triveri - January 02 at 03:16 PM

“

Shocked!!! I went to West Liberty downtown center with Bob and Anna, and I had
J.R. as a student teacher at Madison. Anna's brother, Gene, student taught at
Madison. They both coached basketball at Bellaire, and Bob was a legend at
Sherrard Middle School. I would often see Bob and Anna at Bellaire's games as they
supported J.R. at home games, and often at away games. I pray that the family and
friends of Bob will be blessed with God's love.

Ray Coe - January 02 at 03:13 PM

“

As Principal at Sherrard Junior High for seven years, I knew Mr. Battista as an
example of a quality educator. He portrayed a rough and strict authoritarian while the
students saw the quality and genuineness of his compassion for them. He did not
tolerate misbehavior but was quick at resolving it with compassion. He had the
personality to be trusted to handle any circumstance professionally. As Athletic
Director and Coach, he was an appropriate professional role model representing the
sport and the school. As a friend and faculty member, he was supremely respected
and admired. He was always talking to me about his family with pride and caring
concern. Thanks, Bob, for your friendship. It saddens us to recognize his trauma, but
we celebrate his returning home to prepare a place for us.

Mick Burk - January 02 at 03:05 PM

“

Dear Anna, JR, and Stacy,
We are saddened to hear of Bob’s death. He will be remembered by many who have
crossed his path over the many years he spent teaching and coaching. However, his
family was first! We pray for each of you, extended family members and friends that
the memories you shared be of comfort to you in the difficult days ahead. Our love to
each of you! Marsha and John Roth

Marsha Roth - January 02 at 01:41 PM

“

Bob was the greatest guy! A true gentleman, mentor to many, a great listener,
devoted teacher, and loved his family dearly! Enjoyed being his principal, but
cherished his friendship more! His zest for life was like no other! Prayers for comfort
and guidance to his beloved Anna, children, and grandchildren.

Joyce Cole - January 02 at 12:24 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Robert Nicholas Battista.

January 02 at 11:58 AM

“

Anna,
I’m sorry for your loss, you and your family remain in my thoughts and prayers. I
knew Bob to be a devoted family man and a committed educator. His goodness will
live on in all those who he touched.
Lanny Sacco

Lanny Sacco - January 02 at 11:31 AM

“

I will always remember Bob as the fun loving spirit he was. My prayers go out to all of
the family!

Shane Shaffer - January 02 at 02:18 AM

“

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the family of Robert Nicholas Battista.

January 01 at 01:52 PM

“

So sorry for your loss , Bob was a great all around guy ! Anna if I can ever be of any
help to you please reach out. Bob always got it right. He was a role model for all of
us . I once heard God picks his prettiest flowers first . This was Bob . God bless

don orlando - January 01 at 01:39 PM

“

Anna and family. I am so sorry to hear this. God bless you all and I will keep you in
my prayers

Rosie Baller Sprowls - January 01 at 12:28 PM

“

Dee, Dick, Mike & Jeanette Battista purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for
the family of Robert Nicholas Battista.

Dee, Dick, Mike & Jeanette Battista - January 01 at 12:10 PM

“

Such a great guy. One of the first people to greet and welcome me in my first job in
the teaching profession. He impacted a lot of people in his life and will be greatly
missed. Prayers for his family during this difficult time.

Michael M - January 01 at 10:51 AM

“

HAD MR BATTISTA AS A TEACHER AT SHERRARD, WOULD LAUGH WHEN HE
WOULD GET MAD & HROW ERASERS, UPSET DESK, LOVED HIS CLASS SO
SORRY FOR THE FAMILIES LOSS RIP

STACEY NORMAN - January 01 at 10:14 AM

“

Robert, I will always hold dear the memories that we shared for the three decades at
SJHS.... our many, many laughs and serious discussions about both our families at
home and our extended family at school. You truly were a "Buddy" and friend, I love
you Bob. Felicia, Andy, Angela and I want to extend our deepest sympathies to your
entire family; Anna, J.R., Stacy, Grandkids, Brothers and their Wives and kids who I
share more than a few memories with too. May God be forever with you Bobbie ..
Rest in Peace.
Rich and Felicia Niehaus and Family.

Rich and Felicia Niehaus - January 01 at 09:49 AM

“

“

Anna, I am so sorry for you and your families loss. Sending my prayers and love.
Sandy Witzgall Letzelter - January 01 at 03:12 PM

My sincere and humble condolences to the family and friends of Bob. Denny
Albaugh

Dennis R Albaugh - January 01 at 09:16 AM

“

Sending prayers to the Battista family.

diane zelewicz - January 01 at 12:54 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Bob was a really nice person. He will be missed by everyone

Pam Chieffalo - January 01 at 12:18 AM

“

Prayers and blessings to his family. He was such a kind and caring teacher. He used
to tease his honors class (which was mostly all girls that year ) to “marry for money
not for love”. We learned so much that year

Vania Fox Young - December 31, 2020 at 11:22 PM

“

Sandy Morgan lit a candle in memory of Robert Nicholas Battista

Sandy Morgan - December 31, 2020 at 10:44 PM

“

So very sorry, what an amazing teacher and coach, not only were my husband and I
students of his but he also coached our son in basketball. He will be missed!! Many
prayers

Jennifer (Roth)Hill - December 31, 2020 at 10:15 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss. You are truly in our thoughts and prayers. God bless all of
you. Sincerely, Stan and Jacquie Kaniecki

Jacquie Kaniecki - December 31, 2020 at 07:37 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Robert Nicholas Battista.

December 31, 2020 at 05:18 PM

“

Anna Marie, Stacy, J.R and the rest of the family, I was so heart broken to hear this.
Know that you are in my thoughts and prayers. Hugs to all of you!

Lynn Marx Ellis - December 31, 2020 at 04:44 PM

“

Prayers for all of the Battista family. He was a very dear man.

Mike, Debbie and Matt Layton - December 31, 2020 at 04:26 PM

“

He was a great teacher. Great guy. So sorry to hear of his passing. My prayers are
with his family.

Jessica Whitacre - December 31, 2020 at 03:58 PM

“

He was a great teacher. The world is poorer for his loss.

Aaron Prettyman - December 31, 2020 at 02:56 PM

“

Mr. Battista was an amazing teacher. I very much enjoyed being in his class years
ago at Sherrard. Keeping all of his family in my prayers during this hard time.

Alexandra Thorn - December 31, 2020 at 02:48 PM

“

So sorry for your loss

missi herchuck - December 31, 2020 at 02:47 PM

“

Love and prayers, Maria Shipley purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the
family of Robert Nicholas Battista.

Love and prayers, Maria Shipley - December 31, 2020 at 02:39 PM

“

So sorry for the loss of Bob. He will continue to shine through each of you

Holly Woods - December 31, 2020 at 02:38 PM

“

Bob was a fine man, teacher, and coach, but most of all a wonderful family man. I am
grateful for his friendship. Thoughts and prayers to all of you.
Patty Morris

Patricia Yeager Morris - December 31, 2020 at 02:15 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Keeling your family in my Prayers.. Mr Battista was one of my
most memorable teachers. He was a great teacher.

Regina Cottrill (Stimmell) - December 31, 2020 at 02:08 PM

“

Bob Battista was the ultimate family man. Let us remember him for how he lived.
Fifty years with young adults says it all. My sympathy to Anna, Stacey and Jr

john stanko - December 31, 2020 at 02:00 PM

“

Coach JR and family, please accept our sincere condolences on the passing of your
dad. You are in our thoughts and prayers. The Rhodes family

Rhodes Family - December 31, 2020 at 01:56 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Robert Nicholas
Battista.

December 31, 2020 at 01:47 PM

“

Anna, J. R., and Stacy,
Please be assured you, and yours, are in our thoughts and prayers at this
unbelievably sad time. We have such wonderful memories of Bob as our kids were
growing up together and seeing what a wonderful father he was. They will certainly
be cherished.
Take special care. God bless you now and always.
Much love,
Linda and Joe Melko

Linda Melko - December 31, 2020 at 01:39 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. He was definitely one of my favorite teachers. Keeping you all
in my thoughts and prayers. Hugs to you all. Kimberly Custer

Kimberly A Custer - December 31, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

We are so very sorry for your loss. Please know that you and your family are in our
thoughts and prayers. God's peace and love, Connie and Jim Murray

Connie Murray - December 31, 2020 at 12:31 PM

