Woodrow "Woody" Knollinger
March 16, 1937 - April 11, 2020

Woodrow J. (Woody) Knollinger, 83, of Wheeling, passed away April 11th, 2020 at his
home on Stamm Lane. He was born March 16th, 1937 in Wheeling, the 3rd of six children
to Virginia (Altman) and Woodrow Franklin Knollinger.
His family are long-time owners of Middle Creek Garage in Triadelphia, and Woody has
been involved in the business from a young age until just recently, spanning more than 70
years. He claimed to have regularly driven tow trucks well before he was old enough to
get a driver’s license, surprising the state trooper finally administering the driver’s test on
his 16th birthday who knew him from dozens of crash scenes and had never questioned
his status.
By the time he was 18 years old, he had saved enough money working at the garage to
buy a new 1955 Ford Convertible. It was while driving this car that he began dating
Kathryn Merl (Kay) Jewell, who would become his wife on November 2nd, 1957. They
were joined by three daughters and built a house on Middle Creek Road.
Woody developed an instinct for buying things cheaply and selling them for a profit,
sometimes after only a few minutes but often after a period of years or even decades. He
was a regular at county tax auctions, buying properties for as little as $50. By the time the
fracking boom came to town, he was told by a seasoned land-man that he owned the
most parcels that the man had ever seen. His business Midtown Mobile Homes, in
Triadelphia, ran his non-automotive ventures.
In the 1970s, Woody and Kay liked to dine at Ernie’s Esquire in Bethlehem, which was the
hottest spot in town at the time, packed with Wheeling’s famous and its infamous. Woody
seemed to know them all, and was known to help out friends who needed a discreet latenight tow after having a few drinks.
He was active in Triadelphia town government for many years, serving on the Triadelphia
council.

In recent years, as he reduced the hours worked at Middle Creek, he busied himself with
projects like his “cabin” near Barkcamp Lake in Ohio, which he outfitted with a pond, a
garage, ATVs, a basement pub, and… a cabin. He built a garage in Triadelphia to house
his ever-growing car collection, which included several Ford Model As, a 1961 VW Beetle,
a Plymouth Prowler, and his most recent addition, a 1957 Ford Thunderbird much like a
car he used to own.
He was fortunate to be close with not only his three children and 8 grandchildren, but also
his 7 great-grandchildren. The savvy businessman had a soft spot for his family, often
providing stricken relatives with cars or cash that he would never see again. A greatgranddaughter once proclaimed that she didn’t need Santa Claus because she had “Pap
Pap”. The annual Easter egg hunt at the cabin, with money placed in plastic eggs, was
lucrative enough to attract participant grandchildren as old as their 30s.
On weekdays, when his family was at school and at work, he surrounded himself with
friends. The reason he continued to work every day, nearly 20 years after he should have
retired, is that his garage at Middle Creek was his social scene. From his chair by the
phone, Woody welcomed an endless stream of visitors showing off a car, crowing about a
son’s engagement, or just stopping to chat. He was a good listener but often even better
to listen to-- the man could not keep a secret.
In addition to his parents, he is preceded in death by sister, Virginia “Ginny” Nelson Lapp;
brother, Bernie Knollinger; and a nephew, Gary Knollinger.
Woody will be sorely missed by so many, including his wife Kay, his daughters Saun
Sobota Capehart of Wheeling, Vicki (Jeff Laird) Thalman of Wheeling, and Monica
(Anthony Lambroia) Ambrose of Palm Beach Gardens, FL; his grandchildren Raina
(Steve) Burke of Wheeling, Ryan (Ashley) Sobota of Wellsburg, Jared Sobota of
Triadelphia, Chad Thalman of Wheeling, Matt (Annie) Thalman of North Carolina, Tegan
Thalman of Pittsburgh, Kendra Thalman of Washington, DC, and Emily Capehart of
California; great-grandchildren Sydney, Jules, Trennan, Camille, Easton, Will, and Sophie;
sister, Judy McGrail of Parkersburg; brothers, Gary (Bev) Knollinger & Doug (Willa)
Knollinger both of Triadelphia; and many nieces & nephews.
Services were held at the convenience of the family with arrangements by Kepner Funeral
Homes, 166 Kruger Street, Wheeling, WV (304-242-2311).
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to St. Mark Evangelical Lutheran

Church, 141 Kruger Street, Wheeling, WV 26003 or Amedisys Hospice, 1251 Warwood
Avenue, Suite A, Wheeling, WV 26003.
Personal condolences may be made to the family at www.kepnerfuneral.com.

Comments

“

Saun,
Just wanted you to know that I was thinking of you at this time. So sad for your
children and grandchildren. He sounds like he was so involved. He will be surely
missed.
Prayers,
Patti Snyder

Patti Snyder - April 23 at 07:06 PM

“

Judy Braden lit a candle in memory of Woodrow "Woody" Knollinger

Judy Braden - April 21 at 10:29 PM

“

Denzil & I bought a 1929 car from Woody. We enjoyed talking to him. Very nice man.
His family has our sympathy. Denzil & Bonnie Hennen Cameron, WV.

bonnie hennen - April 19 at 11:56 AM

“

We would like to express our deep and heartfelt sympathy over the loss of Woody.
What a good and kindhearted man he was. The funeral procession was a wonderful
tribute to him and to all he has done for the community. We’ve been praying for your
comfort. Love, Ruth & Cy Bennett

Ruth Bennett - April 18 at 03:55 PM

“

Doug and Gary, so sorry for the loss of Woody. I know all the Lane's feel the same
way. You guys have been a part of our family since forever. RIP Woody!

thomas k lane - April 16 at 06:30 PM

“

Neta Bobby And Freddie Fitzsimmons lit a candle in memory of Woodrow "Woody"
Knollinger

Neta Bobby and Freddie Fitzsimmons - April 15 at 09:16 PM

“

Prayers for the family. Woody will be missed always went to him for a part for some
car.. In Prayers The Biggs Family

Biggs Family - April 15 at 09:15 PM

“

Dear Kay and Family,
I was so sad to hear about Woody's passing. He was a very good friend to our family
and I know my Dad was waiting to greet him when he arrived in heaven. Sending lots
of love to all of you and keeping you in my prayers during this very difficult time.
Sheila Burke

Sheila Burke - April 15 at 04:24 PM

“

To Kay and Family.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you now and always. We know how much he
loved his family and he will be missed.
Connie
Bernie
Sheleigh

Bernie Knollinger - April 15 at 12:32 PM

“

Sending our thoughts and prayers.
Linda and Tim Reed

Linda Reed - April 15 at 12:26 PM

“

Woody was a character. A heart as big as the sky. I was introduced to him as a child.
He offered patched truck tubes first come-first served to us kids to be used as sleds
in the winter. He helped me out a few times, which I am grateful. You could always
count on Woody. I enjoyed his storytelling as well. May God have mercy on your
soul. You were a great one..

Sharon Castle - April 15 at 10:12 AM

“

<3 The Cunningham Family lit a candle in memory of Woodrow "Woody" Knollinger

<3 The Cunningham Family - April 15 at 08:08 AM

“

Kay, Saun, Vicki, Monica, grandchildren, great-grandchildren & the entire Knollinger
family sincere condolences to you all. WOODY YOU WILL BE MISSED!
Woody, I can still hear you say "Ted, old buddy you are just in time. Can you answer
the phones for awhile, I'll be right back" or "Ted can you run to the bank for Dottie." I
will miss doing all those little things for you. I never worked for Woody as an
employee only as a friend, but he always helped me out when I needed something. If
fact I was known as "Little Woody". Woody had a heart of Gold. i spent many days
and hours at the garage (my wife though I had a job there) learning from Woody on
how to "Wheel & Deal". I could write a book about all the stories Woody has told me
over the years. Woody you will always be a "Legend". REST IN PEACE MY FRIEND.
Ted (Little Woody) Tustin

Ted Tustin - April 15 at 12:59 AM

“

My husband Tom Campbell used to be a friend to Woody back about 40 years ago.
He bring our kids to Woody’s and look for parts and everyone would have a great
time! Tom passed away nearly three years ago. I’m sure he’s waiting by the Gates to
welcome his old friend. My sympathies to his family.

Chris Campbell - April 14 at 10:40 PM

“

Vicki so sorry to hear of the loss of your father. Prayers sent to you and your family
🥀

susy vellenoweth - April 14 at 10:36 PM

“

Kay, i was sorry to see this news. I pray God’s grace, your family and friends will
provide you comfort at this time. Brenda Pollock Spradling

Brenda Pollock Spradling - April 14 at 10:09 PM

“

Judy Braden lit a candle in memory of Woodrow "Woody" Knollinger

Judy Braden - April 14 at 09:29 PM

“

So sorry to hear of the loss and grief of losing Woody. He was a great guy! Jeff
worked the the family for a few years as we rented a couple places from Woody. He
was a great landlord and special man. Thoughts and prayers to the family. He will be
sadly missed!

Jeff and Jewel - April 14 at 09:00 PM

“

I can picture him right now. Sitting up there in a broken down office chair swinning
side to side legs out hands held together. Him talking away. Such a great man. Fly
high. You are a legend in this Valley you will be truly missed. Many prayers to his
family

Corena M - April 14 at 07:40 PM

“

I WORKED FOR WOODY FOR 20 YEARS AND YOU COULD NOT FIND A
BETTER BOSS OR FRIEND . I WILL MISS HIM. DOTTIE TARR

DOTTIE TARR - April 14 at 07:34 PM

“

So saddened by the news of Woody's passing. So sorry Saun, Vicki and Monica. I
always felt welcomed at your house by your parents. I think I remember playing pool
there? Please know that my prayers are with you. Jeff Messerly

Jeff Messerly - April 14 at 02:35 PM

“

Wow......so many years ago, living in Triadelphia - on Middle Creek Road, a senior in
high school at that time.......I was a babysitter for Woody and Kay, Bernie and
Connie., very nice people indeed. Woody and his brothers operated the "Middle
Creek Garage" 24/7, I thoroughly enjoyed babysitting for them. My parents knew
them well; most people living on Middle Creek knew the Knollingers. When one
would hear the last name Knollinger......we added Tow-Truck, first word we
associated with the name. I am so sorry to hear of this. May he Rest In Peace.
Prayers for his family members left behind. Blessings.

Marsha Biery-Skamel - April 14 at 02:08 PM

“

My daughter and I moved back to WV from Florida towing along a fairly new jet ski. It
just wasn’t the same riding it on the Ohio River as it was jumping the waves in the
Atlantic Ocean. We took it down to Middle Creek to get it routinely serviced and
Woody came out to greet us with a big smile on his face. Keep in mind, my daughter
preferred horses rather than the jetski. Woody told us he liked our jet ski so I asked
him if he wanted to buy it, but wondered why someone his age would want a jetski?
Woody said, “I think my family would really enjoy this out at the cabin on the lake! I’ll
take it!” Of course Woody talked me down to an unimaginable sales price... but that’s
what he did — buy low, sell high. Then I asked him if he wanted to buy a horse? He
chuckled and said, “Absolutely not!” I said, but I’ll give you one for free, lol. Woody
said, “I wasn’t born yesterday. Horses are expensive and take a lot to take care of.”
Moral to this story: Woody was always thinking of ways to keep his family happy and
had the common sense to know that nothing in life worth while comes free. He will be
sadly missed. Our sincere condolences to his family and friends.

Traci Naples - April 14 at 10:59 AM

“

I worked for Woody part time on Saturdays and over the summers during high school
and my first 2 years of college. Probably one of the best jobs I could have had
growing up. I learned a lot from Woody as well as his father and brothers, and still
have fond memories 50 years later. I recall riding with Woody one night as we were
towing a city bus up Rt 7 from Shadyside en-route to the Co-op Garage on Wheeling
Island. Suddenly, a passing motorist waved at us and yelled out that the bus we were
towing was “on fire” in the rear engine compartment! Woody pulled over and we
grabbed our fire extinguisher as well as another extinguisher from the bus. We nearly
had the fire out when both extinguishers ran empty. The fire immediately flared back
up, with flames going inside to the rear seat of the bus.
Woody realized that if the bus was stopped, the flames were shooting up to the
interior of the bus, but if the bus was moving, the flames would shoot out the back of
the bus. He decided to continue towing the bus north on 7 (with emergency lights
flashing) while we called the garage on the truck radio. Woody told them to call the
Bridgeport Fire Department, advise we were towing a burning bus north on 7. He
requested the FD to come south on Rt 7until we met – which they did. As soon as we
saw them we pulled over, dropped the bus, unhooked and pulled clear. The FD got
the fire out and saved the bus with no injuries, but I’ve got to believe that was the
only time the FD ever had a “working fire” delivered to them!
Just want to express my condolences to the entire Knollinger family. My thoughts and
prayers are with you all. – Dave O’Leary

Dave O'Leary - April 14 at 09:17 AM

“

To the family. Woody was a very close friend. I will miss him greatly ! Want to express
my heartfelt sorrow ... thought & prayers . To the family.

harry. crowell - April 14 at 08:23 AM

“

Prayers for Vicki and her family

Marilyn Kolenich - April 13 at 10:05 PM

“

So sorry to the Knollinger family for their loss. I have known Woody all my life and I
remember his mom & dad. My dad use to work for Woody when he broke his leg and
was off work at the coal mine. Once my husband & I were having dinner at Figaretti
for our Anniversary & he sent us drinks over and told the people he was with that he
knew me when I was a little girl. He always treated my son Billy so good & helped
him with whatever he needed & referred to him as Becker’s Grandson.

Donna(Becker) Grover, Bill & Billy Grove - April 13 at 09:26 PM

“

Didn't know him personally, but I knew of his reputation. I had called out there last week
about abus

business matter and was surprised when told that he was no longer active in the business.
I am the Resurrection and the Life, he who believes in me Shall Never Die. May perpetual
light shine upon Wood.
Jamie McAninch - April 14 at 08:20 AM

“

Woody was a very nice man. My husband knew him since my husband was young.
Woody was always good to him. Just about a year ago we ran into Woody at
Mehlmans and we told him to join us, he talk about old times with my husband. I
think they both enjoyed reminiscing! Sorry for his family and friends loss. You will be
missed!
Dawn and Brian Kestner

Dawn Kestner - April 13 at 08:52 PM

“

Sorry for your lose my God look over your family at their time of saddnes.
William Mayes
Bryan Texas
William Mayes - April 13 at 10:42 PM

“

we had rented off of woody for 33 yrs mike and him got along well he will be by many

brenda crowder - April 13 at 07:29 PM

“

RIP Woody
brenda crowder - April 14 at 12:39 AM

“

My brother Mike Howard really love him. Mike and Brenda spoke highly of Woody.
Really a wonderful man whom everyone will miss. RIP Woody.

Barbara Calmbacher - April 13 at 07:27 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Woody. My husband worked for him for years. He will be
missed by all.

Deborah Edgell - April 13 at 06:31 PM

“

Saun, I’m so sorry to hear about the loss of your father. I remember he moved our
mobile home 36 years ago!!! Great guy. Virtual hugs, my friend!

Sue Baire - April 13 at 06:27 PM

“

So very sad the loss of a great and long time member of the community. I’ve known
him by his employees through the years He was Middle Creek. God Bless
Prayers for his family.

Beverly Pelham. - April 13 at 06:21 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Woody’s passing. Praying for his family

Joe Wycherley - April 13 at 05:54 PM

“

Saun deepest sympathy to you for the loss of your father. Condolences to the family.
Liz McKee

Liz McKee - April 13 at 05:41 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers to all of Woody's family

tina holman - April 13 at 05:29 PM

“

Woody was a dear friend who helped me out many times and I always looked
forward to the Saturday nights he worked at the garage so we could hang out
together and have a great weekend. I will truly miss my friend. So long Woody
Richard Humphreys

Richard Humphreys Sr - April 13 at 05:18 PM

“

My dad used to work for Woody, as a single dad, he never had a place for me to go
after school, I was usually always in the office. Woody never cared that I was there.
He was like a grandpa. When we wrecked in the area I knew who would be coming
to tow our car. I have so many memories of Woody. He's going to be dearly missed.

Katie Burger-Nickles - April 13 at 05:04 PM

“

Ron Walker lit a candle in memory of Woodrow "Woody" Knollinger

ron walker - April 13 at 05:02 PM

“

Kay will be missed by everyone who knew him. He did alot for our town while on council
and even more after he was no longer a council man. We lost a very good business man
but more than that we lost a great friend. Rest in peace my friend I will miss you.
Ken Murphy - April 13 at 07:37 PM

“

Woody will be missed by all. He will be missed especially by me as we shared
interest in cars, boating and several others. He always had an open ear, when I
would stop by the garage just to BS or help me with a problem. I respect his
knowledge and he always made time for me (between phone calls) to assure me that
it will work out. He has been their for me no matter what advice I needed. He was
“one of a kind” and could never be replaced. My condolences to Kay and his entire
family, and I’m Sure I will see you again! Lou Pastoria

Diane Pastoria - April 13 at 04:50 PM

“

I knew Woody since I was 3. My grandfather was a mechanic at Middle Creek
garage. I went to school with Saun. He was always kind. He never became upset
when I dropped in to see grandpap. He helped us out a few times. I am very sorry for
your loss. Sending virtual hugs and prayers for comfort.

Deb (Butler) Beaver - April 13 at 04:23 PM

“

I always rented off Woody for many many years. He was a great man. I always liked
to stop by the garage just to bullshit with him. He always had a story to tell. He was a
great man always had a good renters relationship with him. He will be greatly
missed.

Tina Edge - April 13 at 04:04 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Woody’s passing. So many good memories as a child with your
family. Woody was such a good friend to my Dad (Ray Sharpsky) They always
teased back and forth and Middle Creek Garage serviced my Dad’s work truck so
many times. I can only imagine a big welcoming party from my Dad, John Powell,
Jack Savage and so many other friends in heaven. We had the pleasure of him
joining us for dinner at Figaretti’s last year when we were visiting. Oh that was a fun
evening with lots of laughs and memories. Woody was one of a kind and will be
sorely missed by friends and family. May God wrap his loving arms around you
during this sad time. Your family will be in my prayers. RIP Woody you have earned
your eternal rest.

Cathy Piazza - April 13 at 03:53 PM

“

May he have eternal peace and rest. I was privileged to know Woody for nearly my
entire life. He was always very pleasant and kind to me.
Brian McCulley

Brian McCulley - April 13 at 03:44 PM

“

So sorry, for your loss. Also, Woody had a kind heart. I remember times my dad's car
would break down on his way home from work, and Woody would tow him in and
loan him a car til they fixed his and my dad knew if Woody said there was this wrong
or that wrong, that's what it was. You all are in my thoughts and prayers.

Joan Knight - April 13 at 03:44 PM

“

WOODY was a great friend for many of years. My father got me my very first job
working for WOODY when I was only 18. It took me along time to learn about titles
and such and especially learning the junk yard business. I don’t think I really did
learn much other then to put the customer on hold just to relay to WOODY that he
was wanted on the phone. He was a great inspiration to me..... a father figure and I
always remember how absolutely beautiful his wife Kay was. He was a happy man
whom always had a smile for everyone and his laugh was contagious. He will be
greatly missed by so many as the garage just won’t ever be the same without him.
Our condolences to his sweet wife, Kay and his entire family. We are so sorry for
your loss. Sincerely, Barry and Kim Gebhardt-Litman

Kimberly Gebhardt-Litman - April 13 at 03:12 PM

“
“

He will be deeply missed. We are here if you need anything....Love Lou & Diane
Diane Pastoria - April 13 at 03:48 PM

No better person have I ever had as a friend. I hold Woody in highest regard! His life’s
stories could be a movie. Our paths first crossed eating lunches regularly at Ziens and
continued at least twice a week at often changing local restaurants. We had a regular
Wednesday lunch bunch and a regular Friday group. He and I usually got a Thursday in
there and often Monday evenings when Woody said he was allowed out to play due to
Kay’s regular women’s night to play cards. His topic of conversation was most often about
his family. He was so proud of their accomplishments and the antics of the great grand
children. He kept me up on all of it. He held Kay in highest regard and expressed his love
for her and all she had helped him accomplish. He loved to tease everyone and I gave that
right back to him as well! I am saddened to loose my dear friend and I know his family will
have a tremendous void with his loss. In our last conversation it was his family that he once
again praised for the help they were giving in what he hoped and I did as well,was his
recovery. To Kay and all of Woody’s family my heart breaks for the loss of a truly
remarkable, generous, loving man you can be proud to be his family, I’m glad to call him my
friend.
carl lehman - April 13 at 04:14 PM

“

Woody will be sadly missed by his loving, caring family and many friends. So sorry Kay,
Saun, Vicky & Monica whom all had a beautiful father who always showed love to all his
grandchildren and great grandchildren. I always like hearing about all the family fun filled
with love and laughter. I miss you Kay. Can’t wait until we can play cards again.
Linda - April 13 at 08:52 PM

“

Kay,
We are so sad for your your loss. We worked well with Woody for nearly 50 years and he
made it fun.We will miss him.greatly.
Our prayers go out to you, Woody and the family.
Ed & Terrie Schmitt - April 14 at 10:11 AM

“

Sorry to see Woody has died always had a fun time stoping or calling him over all the
years. Delbert Deb McConn
Delbert McConn - April 14 at 06:27 PM

“

To the family---Sheila and I send our deepest regrets and condolences.
Bob Lane - April 14 at 10:07 PM

